Nicole Young

Textile Artist

My current body of work is diaristic in nature, and more
focused on documentation than my previous works have
been. | am considering the places that I've come from, my
previous works, and how they affect the work | am creating
now. | find textiles to be so closely tied to memory, and I'm
interested in exploring the relationships we have to memory,
and whether or not anyone’s memory can really be
considered accurate.

Working at the junction of environmentalism, material
exploration, and storytelling, Young’s work is an exploration
of materials through the lens of environmentalism. She uses
a combination of natural pigments, recycled canvas and
acrylics, and repurposed textiles to convey the connections
formed between the natural and man-made world, and
memories that call to a sense of nostalgia.

Moving seamlessly between large scale textile installations, sewn works on canvas, and drawings,
Young blends traditional approaches to textile art with gestural, painterly characteristics.

She approaches her work with the mentality that nothing will be wasted during the creation process,
and this idea affects the way she creates everything from paper studies to large scale installations.
Any leftover materials are always used in future paintings, and the production of pigments is of equal
importance to the creation of the final work itself. This process is a way to deepen her connection with
the natural world, and to create a dialogue about waste-free practices. In making this work, she is
demonstrating the value of working with the land, and creating art within a circular economy.

BIOGRAPHY Nicole Young is a visual artist based on the traditional, unceded and occupied territories
of the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Wautuh First Nations (Vancouver, Canada).

Born in Ontario, Nicole attended the University of British Columbia Okanagan where she received a
BFA in Visual Arts and Art History, and studied studio arts and art history at the University of California
Los Angeles. Her work has been exhibited in Canada and abroad since 2010, and her paintings are in
private and corporate collections throughout the globe.

Nicole Young at: www.kostuikgallery.com
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